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„ . " J'^e MAILING DATE f this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' SirrlJ^LXTwI^f^m J^"^'"' T""'lf^"^^^^ °' ^'"'^ ^ "° ™y a reply be timely filed 

aner SIX (6) MONTHS from the majling date of this communication > <■ ' i 

' If' n!^°^ f '^"'Z ^"^"^ ^^1^ '^^ ^" '""^ ""^y^' ^ '^P'y st^'uto-V minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

-■ FMl^lw^l'f^'^'^J^^ "ZT""" "^"'^ ™" ^PP'V ^^'-^ SIX (6) MONTHS \ro^ihe m^lSeS communication 

An! «n V • H K ^ extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 1 33) 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 28 July 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 2n 

Disposition of Claims • • . .^.^isj, 

4) ^ Claim{s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above ciaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1^ is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

2! n nT""' "^'n ^) D S^-^-y Paper No(s,. . 

3) 1^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 15- 6) □ Other: v , 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Webb in view of Kadlic and further in view of Lo 

Webb discloses a Method For Playing Double Hand Card Games. 



Regarding claims 1 . 2 & 4-20 
Webb teaches: 

• a card game with a plurality of players (see abstract); 

• providing and shuffling at least one standard poker deck of cards and at 
least one joker (see abstract); 

• each player placing at least one bet (see abstract and claim 2); 

• dealing six card hands to player and dealer (claim 1 ); 
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and 

• resolving games and wagers (claims 16 & 17) 
Webb fails to explicitly teach that cards are discarded. 

Kadlic discloses the game American Canasta. His game teaches cards being 
discarded. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the game of Webb to include the discarding of 
unwanted cards in order to provide additional opportunities for the players. 

Both Webb and Kadlic fail to teach wagers being placed on specified bets. 

Lo discloses Card Game. His game teaches the limitation that both Webb 
and Kadlic fail to teach, i.e., wagers being placed on specified bets. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add this feature to the modified game of Webb in order 
to add excitement to the game for the players. 

Additionally, Webb teaches predetermined winning tables and payoff 
amounts. Webb, however, fails to teach the identical predetermined schedules 
as outlined in the limitations of claims 4-21. 
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Predetermined winning tables of outcomes and payoff amounts are well 
known in the art. It would be an obvious matter of design choice to make the 
predetermined tables/schedules as desired. 

Regarding claims 3 & 21 
Webb teaches: 

• the use of a standard pack plus wild indicia, which could be jokers (see 
abstract and col. 3, lines 41-43). 

Webb fails to explicitly teach a specific number of jokers as wild card. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the Invention was made to duplicate the number of jokers available 
used since a wild indicia is required for each player and the dealer in this 
game. A mere duplication would present little or no difficulty to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wisted (415) & (524), Goldman, Miller, Marquez, English, 
Breeding and Scott et al. are cited to show the state of art with respect to features of the 
claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dolores R. Collins whose telephone number is (703) 
308-8352. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BENJAMIN LAYNO can be reached on (703) 308-1815. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
305-3579 for regular communications and (703) 305-3579 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1148. 



September 1 1 , 2003 




Benjamin H.Layno 
PrimaiyE)£anr.in3r 



